
Class 1 Newsletter 

Summer Term 2022 

Firstly, we would like to say a big warm welcome back to our children 

and their families. We hope that you have all had a lovely and restful 

spring holiday and that the children are ready for the summer term ahead. It has been a fantastic first 

few days back, as we have been sharing our holiday news and of course catching up with friends! It is 

very exciting time in the school year so here are some details about the term ahead. 

The structure of our Early Years is a very child–centred one, with a free-flowing timetable which allows 

the children to make their own choices about what they wish to do and which items they play with. 

Our environment is adjusted depending on the children’s interests and the resources are changed 

regularly to meet individual needs. 

Nursery children: Our learning will continue to focus mainly around the three prime areas of the Early 

Years Curriculum. Personal, Social and Emotional Development: our passion is to encourage 

independent and emotionally secure children who enjoy sharing their learning with others. We will 

work closely on our turn-taking skills, to explore and investigate our surroundings and to follow the 

school rules. Communication and Language: in order to prepare our children to read and write fluently 

later on in their school lives, we do a lot of work on developing their listening, speaking and 

comprehension skills. We will be learning and exploring lots of stories as well as developing our 

language together as we play. Physical Development: we concentrate on developing our gross motor 

skills through building, climbing, pulling and running outside, as well as building up our fine motor 

skills through art and craft work, mark making and playing with clay, water and sand.  

Our nursery children will also have short-burst phonics sessions where they will learn the sounds s, a, 

t, i, p and n and begin to develop their blending skills in preparation for their Reception year. 

Reception 

For our children in Reception this term, they will continue to work on the prime areas of learning as 

set out above, however they will continue to build and grow on the milestones they have already 

achieved in the spring term. As the children grow, the specific areas will help them to continue to 

develop skills in Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. Here 

the children will learn about themselves and the world around them by playing and exploring, being 

active, and through creative and critical thinking. We will continue with our phonics program, where 

the children will focus on developing their speaking and listening skills. The children will focus on 

building on their letter recognition as well as their segmenting and blending skills. The confidence 

gained from this experience will encourage the children to begin with formal writing activities this 

year. The children will also have focused maths activities during the week, developing early number 

skills such as counting within 20 and adding and taking away two groups of objects.  



Year 1 children: *English 

We will continue to work our way through and consolidate our phonic 

knowledge using our bespoke phonic scheme as we prepare for the 

Phonics Screening Test in June. We will continue to embed our skills to 

blend sounds together to read a word and segment sounds in our heads 

in order to spell words in our writing activities. Also, we will be continuing 

to learn and apply our knowledge of the ‘tricky words’ which cannot be 

sounded out.  We will practise and apply our Phonics skills every day, in 

discreet sessions and within our reading and writing sessions.  In our 

English lessons, we will be building on our good work that was achieved 

in the spring term, by consolidating our writing skills, as well as acting out and dramatising some of 

the books we will be focusing on this term. We begin by exploring the story ‘The Great Kapok Tree’, 

an engaging story explaining why the rainforest should be looked after. This will give us the 

opportunity to retell key parts of the story in our own words. Taking into consideration the children’s 

interest, we will then use the story ‘The Tale of the Toothbrush’ to persuade people why recycling is 

important. Throughout the week, the children will also be working on their Guided Reading, 

handwriting and spellings on a daily basis.  

Each week the children will bring a different book to share at home with you. 

We ask that books are returned back to school on a Thursday so that they can 

be changed and sent home again by Friday. The children will also be able to 

log in to the exciting Bug Club, where they will also have access to a wide range 

of books to read at home with you. Reading with your child at home will help 

your child in all areas of their learning. We know that reading as often as 

possible stimulates children’s imaginations, develops their use and 

understanding of vocabulary, as well as expanding their understanding of the world. For reluctant 

readers, I have always found making a den with cushions, blankets and twinkly lights or using a torch 

makes things a little more exciting. Most pets and wider family members also love listening to their 

person read too! 

*Mathematics  

In our mathematics lessons, we will be encouraging the children to use a range of 

practical, written and mental methods in order to solve number calculations. We will 

be exploring multiplication & division within 20 and exploring fractions. Please 

encourage your child to log into Numbots as often as possible as this 

will increase their confidence and consolidate their knowledge of 

maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Foundation Subjects This Half Term – Religious Education, PSHE, Music, History, Computing, French 

and Science. 

Our book choices used in English and interests 

expressed by the children drive forward our afternoon 

learning in the foundation subjects.  In history we will 

be exploring the history of nursing and finding out why 

Florence Nightingale was so important. We will be 

asking ourselves - was she a hero? We will then 

compare Florence Nightingale to Mary Seacole and 

explore what her achievements were in her life time 

and if she was treated the same as Florence Nightingale 

and if not, why? 

R.E. will continue to be a stand-alone subject as we continue to follow the North Yorkshire agreed 

syllabus. This term we will discuss ‘What can we learn from sacred books?’  In science we will be 

observing the changes across the seasons from spring into summer as well as exploring plants and 

trees. We will learn to recognise common flowers and trees, label the different parts of a plant and 

follow carefully the life cycle of a seed that we grow. In PSHE our theme is ‘Healthy Me’; we will discuss 

the differences between being healthy and unhealthy and how we feel when we make healthy choices.  

 In computing our theme is ‘Maze Explorers’ where we will be learning to understand the function of 

the direction keys and learning how to create and debug instructions while exploring Purple Mash.  

During our French sessions, we will be learning how to say a range of different 

fruits in French with accurate pronunciation. We will also learn to say what 

fruit we like or don’t like – J’aime … I like and Je n’aime pas…. I don’t like. 

Music sessions will allow the children to explore a range of musical 

instruments. Children will listen to classical music and learn to recognise long 

and short notes as well as high and low patterns in the music. 

*P.E.  

P.E sessions this term will take place on a Friday. To support the Reception 

children in their transition into Year 1 and for everyone to prepare and 

practise their skills for Sports Day, they will join us in P. E lessons this term. 

Please can you ensure that your child wears their P.E kit to school on a 

Friday as well, as wearing a pair of suitable trainers as we do have P.E. 

outside as often as possible.  

EYFS children will also continue to take part in physical activities such as outdoor play, yoga and dance 

each and every day through their play throughout the week. 

Please can you ensure that all school uniform as well as P.E. kit is named, so that it is easy to locate 

the owners of lost items. THANK YOU! 

*Extra Information 



Mrs Hall and Mrs Parris continue to work in class one. We also warmly welcome Mrs Sabin who joins 

the team this term. Mr Bringloe will work with the children on a Thursday afternoon on music 

activities. 

Finally, a reminder that we do have an open-door policy so if there is anything you need to discuss 

with us please contact the office via a phone call to make an appointment.  Thank you for your 

continued support. 

 

Mrs.Al-najjar, Mrs Hall, Mrs Parris, Mrs Sabin and Mr Bringloe  

Class 1 Team 


